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GENFIT SIGNS A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH SERVIER IN THE DOMAIN OF 
OBESITY AND RELATED METABOLIC DISORDERS 

 
 
 
Lille, France, May 24th 2004 – GENFIT, a biotechnology company focused on the discovery 
and development of drug candidates in the fields of cardiovascular, inflammatory and metabolic 
diseases, announced today that it has signed a strategic agreement with SERVIER, the largest 
privately-owned pharmaceutical company in France.  
 
The initial five-year partnership comprises an upfront payment, annual research funding fees, 
potential milestones and royalties, and is dedicated to the identification of drug candidates based 
on novel molecular mechanisms of action in the field of obesity and related metabolic disorders 
(atherosclerosis, dyslipidemia, and vascular diseases). The partnership will initially focus on two 
innovative targets which  should quickly lead to drug candidates.  
 
According to Professor Jean-Charles Fruchart, co-founder and President of GENFIT, « This 
agreement is based on the innovative alliance of the know-how of  the two companies. It  is part 
of a conscious effort to combat obesity,  which is clearly a crucial public health issue  in western 
countries today». 

 
Jean-François Mouney, co-founder and CEO of GENFIT, added : «We are gratified to work with 
Servier. This agreement is the result of 3 years of internal  research and represents a major step 
for Genfit. For the first time, Genfit will take part in the development costs of these drug 
candidates ».  
 
Dr. Laurent Perret, President of Research and Development at SERVIER, expressed « Servier’s 
strong interest and confidence in the potential success of new therapeutic approaches in the 
field of metabolic diseases ». Dr. Emmanuel Canet, Vice-President of Research and 
Development  at SERVIER, stressed « the important synergies between the two companies and 
the fact that this agreement is founded on the sharing of strong and recognised expertise in 
diabetes and obesity research». 
 
The agreement with SERVIER will provide GENFIT with research funding as well as milestone 
payments. GENFIT will also receive royalties related to the development and sales of 
pharmaceuticals resulting from the collaboration. In return, SERVIER will obtain exclusive 
worldwide rights to develop and market drugs against the selected targets.  
 



 
 
About SERVIER 
SERVIER is the largest privately-owned pharmaceutical company in France, and is the third-
ranked French drug group worldwide. SERVIER was established in 1954 by its founder and 
current Chairman, Jacques SERVIER, M.D.  The SERVIER Group, which comprises 70 
subsidiaries in 140 countries, employs 16,000 people worldwide, with 2500 in Research & 
Development.   Servier’s main therapeutic products are used to treat diabetes, cardiovascular 
diseases, neuropsychiatric disorders, cancer, and bone and joint diseases. SERVIER has 
obtained regulatory approval for over 30 drugs originating from its own research over the past 30 
years, and currently has  33 molecules in Research and Development, 5 of which are in phase 
III and 2  of which are undergoing registration.  
 
 
About GENFIT 
Founded and managed by Professor Jean-Charles FRUCHART and Jean-François MOUNEY, 
GENFIT studies gene dysregulation, which is  the cause of many widespread diseases. 
GENFIT’s teams identify new therapeutic targets and develop drug candidates. 
As a key player of the post-genomic era, the company conducts many programs in partnership 
with international pharmaceutical companies - Aventis, Pierre Fabre, Fournier, Merck AG, UCB 
Pharma, Sanofi-Synthélabo, KOWA, LFB. - covering cardiovascular, inflammatory and metabolic 
areas.  
Genfit’s in-house programs focus on  global cardiovascular risk, using pluripotent molecules to 
simultaneously target multiple diseases (atherosclerosis, obesity, diabetes, stroke?).  
With its headquarters in Lille, the Company employs over 100 people, and expects a turnover 
exceeding 12 million Euros in 2004 (www.genfit.com).  
 
For Further Information, please contact :  
         
GENFIT             
Jean-François MOUNEY, Chairman and CEO   
Tel. : +33 (0) 3 20 16 40 11        
contact@genfit.com     

 
PR Agency : RP€ 
Bruno ARABIAN  
Tel. : +33 (0) 1 42 66 67 73 
e-mail : bruno@rpequity.com 
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