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GENFIT SIGNED A PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE JAPANESE 

COMPANY KOWA IN THE FIELD OF CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES 
 
 
Lille -November 5, 2002 - GENFIT, a biotechnology company specialized in the discovery and 
development of drug candidates in the fields of cardiovascular, inflammatory and metabolic disease 
announced today that it has signed an agreement with KOWA COMPANY, a Japanese 
pharmaceutical company strongly involved in cardiovascular diseases.  
 
The agreement of a five-year period entails the upfront payment, annual research funding fees, 
potential milestones and royalties, and provides for the development of a new anti-atherosclerotic 
drug. This program relies on promising discoveries made by GENFIT researchers with regard to the 
elimination of cholesterol in the arterial walls , naturally at work in the organism. The aim of the 
partnership between GENFIT and KOWA COMPANY is to identify new therapeutic strategies to 
increase this anti-atherosclerotic mechanism, which  represents an alternative and innovative 
approach to current treatments.   
 
Yoshihiro MIWA, President and Chief Executive Officer of KOWA COMPANY, Ltd, stated: “We 
are very pleased to collaborate with Genfit on a drug discovery program and expect this 
collaboration can successfully bring to us an epoch-making antiatherosclerotic drug with 
strengthening our cardiovascular portfolio including pitavastatin, a hypocholesterolemic agent of 
which NDA has been applied in Japan”. 
 
According to Professor Jean-Charles FRUCHART, Founding member and Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board of GENFIT, "This agreement demonstrates new international recognition of 
GENFIT’s expertise in the field of cardiovascular health. To continue on a long-term basis, it will 
initiate major innovations. We are convinced that our collaboration with the KOWA COMPANY 
teams, whose know-how is complementary to ours, will lead to particularly fruitful results.”. 
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Jean-François MOUNEY, Founding member and Chairman of the Management Board, added: “We 
have today reached a crucial stage of our partnership strategy and extension of GENFIT’s 
international collaboration. By signing our seventh industrial agreement for drug co-development, 
we are demonstrating our ability to be present in a country that is one of the world-leading producer 
of pharmaceutical innovation. We have thus reached a more important threshold, thus putting us in 
a strong position to seize other alliance opportunities with Japan, where barriers for entry are 
considered quite high.” 
 
About KOWA COMPANY 
Kowa Company, Ltd. is Japanese conglomerate with interests in pharmaceuticals, textiles, 
electronics, optics and chemicals. The pharmaceutical division researches, develops, manufactures 
and sells wholesale ethical products, OTCs, quasi-drugs and therapeutic raw materials and has over 
100 Kowa brands (both ethical products and OTC). The Pharmaceutical Division’s ethical portfolio 
is focused on allergy, cardiovascular, dermatological, GI and NSAID remedies. (www.kowa.co.jp) 
 
 
About GENFIT 

Founded and run by Professor Jean-Charles FRUCHART and Jean-François MOUNEY, GENFIT 
studies gene deregulation, which is at the origin of the most widespread diseases. GENFIT’s teams 
identify new therapeutic targets and develop drug candidates. Its most advanced programs, 
conducted on its own or in partnership with pharmaceutical companies - Aventis, Pierre Fabre, 
Fournier, Merck Santé, UCB Pharma, Sanofi-Synthélabo etc. - cover cardiovascular, inflammatory 
and metabolic areas. 
With its headquarters in Lille, the Company counts 75 employees and expects in 2002, 34% growth 
in sales, to reach €9.1million. (www.genfit.com). 
  


	PRESS RELEASE
	About GENFIT


